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No Ordina y Day at the Office

A fragrant flower-filled garden surrounds two studios in South Pasadena

BY SUSAN HEEGER + PHOTOGRAPHED BY LISA VOSPER

Maureen Erbe and
pher Henry Blackham often rush to work without no-
ils- the state of the sky, the twitter of birds, the
scents of the ear vloo > s short, and
the environmn -kly attracts attention. Their res
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Clockwise from left: Salvia greggii ‘Sierra de San Antonio’ enlivens a
border. Echeveria hybrids and ground morming glory are planted in
This pr . decomposed granite. ‘Sally Holmes' roses climb arcund the entry to

i S . . P ot Maureen Erbe's bungalow-turned-studio while assorted roses,
others, contributed to lhf’ decis e ) lavender and salvia add fragrance and color to the front yard. Society
all, they had swapped their Holly wl o s y g garlic and verbena surround a crepe myrtle in an island planting.

ting and ady

illed neighborhood. “We made a qu: C
s Bl . who supervised the property’s
from a weedy lot to a yard that stops trafl







Clockwise from abo llow-green Fittosporum euger used as a backdrop for bold yellow ‘Bush Dawn’ Kangaroo paws, an Eastern
redbud tree and ‘Tam and ‘Mary Rose' roses. In the foreground is a clipped Fiftosporum ¢ olium. Henry Blackham's corrugated metal studio
is in the background. Hebe, golden thyme and oscularia spill ento the bro concrete path between the studios of Erbe and Blackham.
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Clockwise from right: Rusty red kangaroo paws.
‘Buff Beauty’ climbing roses soften the austere walls
of Blackham's studio 'Buff Beauty’ roses.

Roses are among
garden focuse

Although th rde 't appear
manicured, Blackh: t doesn’t require
detailed and e

, full loo also demands

But for Erbe and Bls
garden’s rewards outweigh its ¢

y stop to admire plants and le
requesting bota The couple’s
employees love to wander outside or just

scene from their desks. “Some of
our friends wonder why we’ve spent money
Erbe say

y feeling is, our world is what we live in

ery day. We make it what it is.” <




